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   Abstract: In the era of globalization, addressing global challenges requires not only 

international cooperation but also a clear understanding of national interests. This article 

examines the relationship between national priorities and global responsibilities, 

emphasizing the need for a balanced and sustainable approach. Global issues such as climate 

change, economic instability, public health crises, and technological inequality affect 

countries differently depending on their internal conditions and development levels. This 

study employs a qualitative research methodology, including literature analysis and 

comparative evaluation of different national strategies. The findings indicate that integrating 

national development goals with global sustainability frameworks leads to more effective and 

long-term solutions. The article concludes that cooperation, innovation, and adaptive 

policymaking are essential for harmonizing national and global interests. 
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Introduction 

Background of the Study 

  Globalization has significantly increased interdependence among nations. Economic 

systems, environmental conditions, and social dynamics are now closely connected. While 

this interconnectedness creates opportunities, it also intensifies global challenges that require 

collective action. 

Problem Statement 

  Despite the shared nature of global issues, countries often prioritize their national 

interests, which can create conflicts in international cooperation and slow down problem-

solving processes. 

Research Objectives 

 • To analyze the relationship between national interests and global challenges 

 • To identify key barriers in addressing global issues 

 • To propose strategies for balancing national and global priorities 

 

Significance of the Study 

  This study provides a practical framework for understanding how national interests can 

be aligned with global needs, contributing to more effective policymaking. 

Literature Review 
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  Previous studies highlight the importance of integrating local and global perspectives. 

Brown (2019) emphasizes sustainable development through cooperation, while Davis (2018) 

argues that ignoring national interests leads to ineffective policies. Lee (2021) discusses the 

role of international organizations, and Smith (2020) points out economic inequalities as a 

major barrier to cooperation. 

Methodology 

  This research adopts a qualitative approach based on: 

 • Literature review 

 • Comparative analysis of national strategies 

 • Descriptive analysis of key concepts 

  This method allows for a deeper understanding of the relationship between national and 

global approaches. 

Main Discussion 

Global Challenges 

  Global challenges include climate change, economic crises, pandemics, and 

technological inequality. These issues are interconnected and require coordinated 

international responses. 

National Interests 

  National interests refer to a country’s priorities, including economic growth, security, 

social welfare, and cultural preservation. 

Addressing global issues faces several barriers. Politically, nations often prioritize their 

own interests and geopolitical conflicts hinder cooperation. Economically, resource shortages, 

inequality, and reliance on harmful industries complicate solutions. Socially and culturally, 

differing values, lack of awareness, and resistance to change pose challenges. Technological, 

infrastructural, environmental, and institutional gaps, along with weak enforcement and 

short-term political priorities, further impede progress. Psychological factors like collective 

action problems, cognitive biases, and distrust also limit effective global action. 

To balance national and global priorities, countries can align local policies with global 

goals while actively cooperating with other nations. Encouraging sustainable practices, 

investing in strong institutions, raising public awareness, and using technology wisely can 

help meet both domestic needs and global responsibilities, all while keeping people’s well-

being at the center. 

Key Challenges in Balancing Interests 

 • Conflict between economic and environmental priorities 

 • Inequality of resources among nations 

 • Cultural and political differences 

 • Weak international coordination 

  The conflict between economic and environmental priorities arises because economic 

growth often relies on resource extraction, industrialization, and consumption that harm the 

environment. Pursuing immediate financial gains like expanding industries, agriculture, or 
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energy production can lead to pollution, deforestation, and climate change. On the other hand, 

strict environmental protection can slow economic activities, increase costs, or limit short-

term profits. Balancing these priorities requires sustainable development approaches that 

support economic growth while minimizing ecological damage. 

  The inequality of resources among nations means some countries have abundant wealth, 

technology, and natural resources, while others struggle with scarcity. This gap makes it 

harder for poorer nations to address global challenges like climate change, health crises, or 

education, even when they want to contribute. Bridging this divide requires fairer resource 

sharing, technology transfer, and international support to ensure all countries can participate 

in solving global issues. 

  Cultural and political differences can make global cooperation challenging because 

countries have different values, traditions, and governance systems. What one nation sees as 

urgent or acceptable may conflict with another’s priorities or beliefs. Overcoming these 

differences requires dialogue, mutual respect, and flexible policies that consider diverse 

perspectives while working toward common global goals. 

  Weak international coordination occurs when global institutions and countries fail to 

work together effectively, leading to slow responses and fragmented efforts. Overlapping 

mandates, lack of enforcement, and poor communication can prevent timely action on crises 

like pandemics, climate change, or conflicts. Strengthening collaboration, clear agreements, 

and shared accountability can make global responses more efficient and impactful. 

Results 

The findings suggest that: 

 • Countries that integrate global goals into national policies achieve better outcomes 

 • Flexible and adaptive strategies are more effective 

 • International cooperation is essential but must respect national differences 

Discussion 

  A balanced approach allows countries to protect their national interests while 

contributing to global solutions. 

Developing countries may focus on economic growth, while developed nations can 

provide technological and financial support. 

Conclusion 

  Global challenges require collaborative solutions that consider national interests. A 

balanced, flexible, and inclusive approach is key to achieving sustainable development and 

long-term global stability. 

Recommendations 

 • Strengthen international cooperation 

 • Promote sustainable development policies 

 • Encourage innovation and technology use 

 • Improve global communication and coordination 
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