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Abstract. The present study illustrates the ecofeminist discourse in Barbara
Kingsolver's literature, how the author combines environmental awareness and feminist
beliefs by creating a unique narrative structure. The investigation finds that Kingsolver's
novels are an important cultural artifact for deciphering present-day ecofeminist thinking
and its literary representation.
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AHHOTaNUA. B Oaunoii cmamwve paccmampusaemcs 3KOPEMUHUCTICKUL OUCKYPC,
3AI0JHCEHHBILL 8 TUMepamypHuIx npouseedenusix bapobapvl Kuneconsep, ananuzupyemcs, kax
asmop nepenjiemaem IKoJjlocudecKkoe CO3Harue ¢ @eMuHuCWICKOZZ uaewloeueﬁ, cozoasas
VHUKAILHYIO — noecmeosamenvhylo  cmpykmypy. Hccnedosanue nokasvleéaem, 4mo
Xyoooicecmeennas — aumepamypa — Kuneconsep — saensemcs — 3HauumMblM - KYJIbMYPHLIM
apmegaxmom Ol NOHUMAHUSL — COBPEMEHHOU  OKOEeMUHUCMCKOU — MbICAU U eé
JUMepamypHviX NPOos6IeHU.

KuaroueBbie cinoBa: sxopemunuzm, bapbapa Kuneconsep, skonosuueckas iumepamypa,
Gpemunucmekas — Kpumuxa, —Jaumepamypa 0  npupooe,  IUMEPAMYPHbIL — AHAIU3,
nampuapxaipbHoe OOMUHUPOBAHUE

Annotatsiya. Ushbu magola Barbara Kingsolverning adabiy asarlariga singib ketgan
ekofeminist munozarani o'rganadi, muallifning o'ziga xos hikoya doirasini yaratish uchun
ekologik ongni feministik mafkura bilan ganday bog'lashini tahlil giladi. Tadgigot shuni
ko'rsatadiki, Kingsolverning badiiy asarlari zamonaviy ekofeminist fikr va uning adabiy
ko'rinishlarini tushunish uchun muhim madaniy artefakt bo'lib xizmat giladi.

Kalit so'zlar: ekofeminizm, Barbara Kingsolver, ekologik adabiyot, feministik tangid,
tabiat yozuvi, adabiy tahlil, patriarxal hukmronlik

INTRODUCTION

The intersection of feminist theory and environmental ethics has resulted in one of the
most intellectually fertile movements in contemporary critical thought: ecofeminism. This
theoretical framework that connects the oppression of women throughout history with the
exploitation of nature, saying that they both have the same patriarchal roots and black-and-
white thinking patterns that put culture over nature, reason over emotion, and finally man
over woman [1]. Barbara Kingsolver, the American writer noted for her novels Whlch\x i
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won both critical affection and popular readers, is a key figure in this very discourse as her
fiction always confronts the issues of environmental destruction, gender wars and the
potential for human beings to have a different kind of relationship with the more-than-
human world [2]. The need to highlight ecofeminist elements in Kingsolver's works is not
limited to literary criticism alone as her books have successfully participated in creating
awareness among people about environmental issues while at the same time depicting
women's plight in a more realistic manner. The purpose of this paper is to expose the
ecofeminist ideology that is deeply rooted in Kingsolver's most important writings, to point
out the particular literary methods that she uses to draw connections between female
experience and ecological consciousness, and to evaluate her role in the larger ecofeminist
literary movement.
METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW

The research has employed a methodological approach that is a combination of feminist
literary criticism and ecocritical analysis which has provided an interpretive framework that
can manage the gendered and environmental issues of Kingsolver's works. Close textual
analysis of selected novels forms the core method, especially that of "Prodigal Summer,"
"Animal Dreams," and "Flight Behavior," which will be looked at in terms of ecofeminist
theory via narrator, character, symbols, and themes; [3] thus, revealing how ecofeminist
theory might and to some other extent lead to such extinction. This style of analysis relies
on the early ecofeminist thinkers, particularly VVandana Shiva, who, among other things,
offered the idea of "maldevelopment," a process that often leads to women's oppression and
destruction of nature and is hence, gives support for understanding the close link between
sexism and destruction of nature through Karen Warren's "logic of domination™ [4].

The review of the literature indicates that environmental themes in Kingsolver's works
occupy a prominent place in the scholarly world, and the works of people like Priscilla
Leder are at the forefront of such research. She considers the novels as the articulation of
what could be called "ecological subjectivity," which is a self-awareness that recognizes the
basic dependence on and connection with nature [5]. The Russians have also voiced their
views on this issue by placing American environmental literature within broader cultural
contexts and thus pointing out how writers, like Kingsolver, are involved in the national
narrative through land, place, and belonging [6]. While there is still little Uzbek literary
criticism on American ecofeminist fiction, some relevant theories focusing on the nature
representation in women's writing have been developed in contexts where female authors
are seen to associate bodily experience with environmental awareness [7]. The integration
of these contrasting viewpoints facilitates the carrying out of a thorough analysis that places
Kingsolver's ecofeminism in the context of both Western theoretical traditions and the
entire global debate about the interrelation of gender and environment.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The dissection of Kingsolver's writings exposes an ecofeminist themes rich and classy
usage which has been set up multi-layered at the same time under the skin of the nar&\ é
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The novelist through "Prodigal Summer" presents a triplet of linked stories that in total
show the dependability of sexual politics and ecological ties, featuring women whose close
relations with the earth give them the ability to see and speak about the environmental
issues that are opaque to the male characters who are trained to use rationality as their tool
[8]. The figure of Deanna Wolfe, a research biologist who is living a life similar to that of a
hermit and sharing her life only with a part of the Appalachian forest, reflects what
ecofeminist thinkers refer to as the reclamation of the silenced feminine wisdom, a form of
nature comprehension through slow observing, feeling the same as nature, and realizing the
connectedness rather than through the usual scientific processes of abstractions.

Kingsolver's narrative approach always links male characters with the destruction of
nature, chemical use, and nature as a thing to be sold, while female characters are more
inclined to organic, nature-friendly, and meek approaches. The gender split is criticized as
essentialism although it is still present in the novels as a critique of past practices of
labeling women associated with nature and thus to be in the modern world less than men [9].
Besides, the author's handling of motherhood in her novels reveals her ecofeminist concerns
since a motherly figure takes over as a place for grasping the more profound patterns of
nurturing, weakness, and obligation that are not just human relationships but also extending
towards other species and generations to come.

In "Flight Behavior," Kingsolver deals with the subject of climate change through the
view of Dellarobia Turnbow, a young mother who has an encounter with the king butterfly's
migration, which leads to not only her personal change but also critical thinking about
human beings' connection to planetary systems. The environmental crisis is shown in the
novel to be overlapping with class, gender, and educational access and it is implied that the
real ecological consciousness requires not just science but also the kind of understanding
that is close to and gradually acquired which patriarchal ways of knowing have traditionally
undervalued and linked to femininity [10].

Kingsolver's ecofeminist vision is not just an individual change but a whole change that
criticizes the capitalist agriculture and its gendered dimensions, especially by her mention
of the Appalachian communities where poor economy is mixed with unprivileged
environment. The author's female characters often communicate alternative agricultural
epistemologies, practicing organic cultivation methods, seed-saving traditions, and even
eco-friendly biodiversity that all extend with the views and perceptions of the earth and the
woman as one unit. Kingsolver's ecofeminist vision is not however, just an individual
transformation, rather it is the whole criticism of capitalist agriculture and its gendered
dimensions that she brings out so brightly in her perspectives of the Appalachian rural
communities where the collapse of agriculture due to poor economy and bad environmental
conditions coexist. She portrays industrial farming practices at all her novels as the
dominating womenless logic of the same dominating logic that takes women under.
Chemical pesticides, monoculture cropping, and genetic modification are the technological
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interventions that finally cut off the close, knowledge-based relations between the farmers
and the land that characterized agrarian life for ages [4].
CONCLUSION
The examination of ecofeminist discourse in Barbara Kingsolver's fiction demonstrates
that her novels constitute significant contributions to both environmental literature and
feminist cultural production. Through sophisticated narrative techniques, Kingsolver
articulates connections between the domination of women and the exploitation of nature,
while simultaneously imagining alternative modes of relationship grounded in care,
interdependence, and ecological humility. Her work challenges readers to recognize how
patriarchal structures simultaneously constrain female agency and enable environmental
destruction, suggesting that genuine liberation requires transformation in both domains. The
analysis confirms that Kingsolver's ecofeminism avoids simplistic essentialism, instead
presenting gender-environment connections as historically constructed and therefore subject
to conscious reconstruction. Her novels thus function not merely as artistic expressions but
as interventions in ongoing cultural conversations about how humans might develop more
sustainable and equitable relationships with each other and with the natural world.
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