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Abstract: This paper explores the role of human capital in diversifying Uzbekistan’s
export structure. It emphasizes the importance of investments in education, professional
training, and scientific-technological development as the foundation for the country’s
transition from a raw-material-based model to an innovation-oriented economy.
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In recent years, Uzbekistan has placed significant emphasis on transforming its
economy to reduce dependence on the export of natural resources. Achieving this goal
requires investment not only in expanding production capacity but also in improving the
population’s skills through education, training, and knowledge acquisition. A shortage of
qualified personnel capable of effectively applying new technologies poses a challenge to
producing goods that are competitive on the global market. Therefore, the enhancement of
human resources has evolved from a purely social objective into a key component of
national strategies for economic development and the promotion of international trade.

Improving the level of human capital is crucial for modernizing Uzbekistan’s export
potential. Targeted investments in education, skills upgrading, and the cultivation of
innovative thinking enable the diversification of the economy and reduce dependence on
raw-material exports.

In recent years, the Republic has made substantial progress in reforming its education
system. Branches of leading foreign universities (including joint programs with MISIS,
Webster University, and Yeoju) have been established, offering relevant curricula that train
specialists in high global demand—particularly in information technology, engineering,
design, and agricultural processing. These measures aim to build a competent workforce
capable of producing competitive, high-value-added goods.
The active introduction of digital technologies into education and the use of new teaching
methods have become priorities of state policy. Under the Digital Uzbekistan 2030 strategy,
the country is increasing the number of IT specialists, software developers, and engineers
while raising public awareness of digital literacy among youth. Positive trends are already
visible: exports of IT services are expanding, and the number of startups targeting
international markets is growing steadily.

Equally important is support for the creation of a modern innovation ecosystem.
Technology parks, IT hubs, and business incubators for young entrepreneurs provide
platforms for implementing projects that later evolve into export-oriented products&ii
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facilities such as IT Park and the Yashnabad Technopark serve as catalysts for economic
progress, converting human capital into measurable economic outcomes.

In addition, cooperation in education and scientific research with foreign partners helps
integrate global best practices and produce highly qualified professionals who meet
international standards. Joint initiatives with universities from South Korea, Japan, and
European countries not only enrich the knowledge of Uzbek students and researchers but
also raise the overall quality of national education.

These transformations are gradually reflected in Uzbekistan’s export structure. Whereas
the country’s exports previously relied mainly on raw materials, an increasing share now
consists of manufactured goods, textiles, food products, and IT services. This marks the
emergence of a fundamentally new development model in which people—their skills,
expertise, and innovative capacity—play the central role.

Investments in human capital are no longer viewed merely as a social obligation; they
have become a critical factor of economic renewal. Such investments lay the groundwork
for sustainable development, growth in non-resource exports, and the strengthening of
Uzbekistan’s position in the global economic landscape.
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