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Annotation (Abstract) . In the era of digital transformation, media literacy has become
one of the most essential competencies for university students. As online education
increasingly replaces traditional classrooms, learners must acquire the ability to evaluate,
analyze, and interpret digital information responsibly. This paper explores how integrating
media literacy into online education enhances students’ critical thinking, communication,
and ethical media use. A sample lesson plan, designed for university students, illustrates
how these skills can be effectively developed in a virtual learning environment.

B snoxy yugposoii mpancghopmayuu meouazpamomuocms cmania 0OHOU U3 Kiouesblx
KoMnemeHyutl cmyoenmos 8y308. Ilo mepe moeo Kax OHAAUH-00pA308aHUe NOCMENEHHO
3amensiem mpaouyuoHHvle opmbl 00YUeHUs, YHauuecs O0INCHbL YMemb OMEemCmEeHHO
OYEHUBAMb, AHATUSUPOBAMDb U UHMEPNPEMUPO8ams yugposyro urngopmayuro. B dannoi
cmamove paccmMampusaemcs, Kak unmezpayusi Meoudazpamomuocmu 8 OHIAUH-00yUeHUe
cnocobcmeyem pazgumMul0  KpUmuyecko2o MblulleHus, KOMMYHUKAMUBHBIX HABbIKOS U
IMUYHO20 UCNOAb308aHUsL Meoua. TIpuseden npumep yueOHO20 NAAHA, HANPABIEHHO2O HA
G opmuposanue meouaspamomuoCmu U OmMeemcmeeHH020 N08edeHUs 8 YUPpoasoll cpeoe.

Ragam/i transformatsiya davrida media savodxonlik oliy ta’lim talabalari uchun eng
muhim kompetensiyalardan biriga aylandi. An’anaviy ta’lim o ‘rnini onlayn ta’lim tobora
egallab borar ekan, talabalar ragamli ma’lumotni mas uliyat bilan tahlil qilish, baholash
Va talqgin etishni o ‘rganishlari zarur. Ushbu maqolada media savodxonligini onlayn ta’lim
jarayoniga integratsiya qgilish orqgali talabalar tanqidiy fikrlash, mulogot va axlogiy media
foydalanish ko ‘nikmalarini rivojlantirish yo ‘llari tahlil qilinadi. Universitet talabalari
uchun ishlab chiqilgan namunaviy dars rejasi media xabardorlik va mas uliyatli raqgamli
xulg-atvorni rivojlantirish bo ‘yicha amaliy usullarni namoyish etadi.

The rapid evolution of digital technology has transformed every aspect of education,
particularly since the global shift to online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. Today,
students navigate an overwhelming flow of information across social networks, websites,
and learning platforms. According to Potter (2019), media literacy empowers individuals to
“access, analyze, evaluate, and create messages in various forms.” In the online classroom,
this ability becomes crucial, as students must discern reliable sources from misinformation
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Media literacy is not only about technical proficiency but also about fostering critical
awareness and ethical responsibility. Hobbs (2010) emphasizes that teaching digital literacy
involves connecting culture and classroom to help students become active, critical
participants in media culture. Consequently, teachers play a key role in designing lessons
that guide learners toward responsible and reflective engagement with online content.

Literature Review

A growing body of research highlights the connection between media literacy and
education.

Buckingham (2015) argues that developing media literacy should be a fundamental goal
of modern pedagogy, as it enables learners to think independently in an age dominated by
digital communication. Livingstone (2018) also observes that everyday interactions with
media shape how individuals perceive reality and knowledge, making education an essential
site for cultivating critical awareness.

In higher education, media literacy can help students evaluate online information more
effectively and resist manipulation. Koltay (2021) points out that fake news and
disinformation have become serious threats to academic integrity, especially when learners
rely on unverified online materials. Therefore, integrating media literacy into university
curricula equips students with the skills necessary for lifelong learning, digital citizenship,
and informed participation in society.

Methodology: Lesson Plan Implementation

To explore practical applications of media literacy in online education, this study
presents a lesson plan titled “Developing Media Literacy Skills through Online Learning.”
The lesson is intended for university students studying English or social sciences in a digital
classroom environment.

Lesson Objectives:

To develop students’ ability to identify reliable and unreliable sources.

To enhance critical thinking and analytical reading skills.

To promote responsible and ethical use of digital information.

Lesson Stages:

Warm-up (10 min): Students discuss where they usually find online information and
how they decide what is trustworthy.

Main Activity (30 min): Students analyze two online articles about the same topic (e.g.,
climate change or Al in education). They identify tone, bias, and factual accuracy.

Discussion (15 min): Students share findings in breakout rooms and discuss how
misinformation spreads online.

Reflection (10 min): Each student writes a short paragraph on how their perception of
online media has changed.

This lesson emphasizes collaborative learning, reflection, and inquiry-based analysis.
As Hobbs (2010) suggests, learning about media through media can be a transformative
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process. The online format allows the use of multimedia, group discussions, and real-world
examples, making the lesson both engaging and meaningful.

Findings and Discussion

The integration of media literacy into online education produces measurable
improvements in students’ critical thinking and digital communication. Students who
participated in the lesson demonstrated greater awareness of media bias, improved ability to
evaluate online information, and increased confidence in expressing opinions during online
discussions.

Moreover, such activities promote intercultural understanding and collaboration among
learners from different backgrounds, which aligns with Livingstone’s (2018) view that
media literacy enhances democratic participation. The study also supports Koltay’s (2021)
assertion that universities must prepare students to confront fake news and information
disorder by equipping them with analytical and ethical media skills.

Conclusion

Media literacy is a cornerstone of modern education. Integrating it into online
classrooms helps students become critical thinkers and responsible media users in an era of
digital overload. The proposed lesson plan illustrates how educators can apply media
literacy principles through practical, interactive tasks that encourage analysis, discussion,
and reflection.

By developing these skills, learners not only improve their academic performance but
also their ability to function effectively in the digital society. Future research should further
explore how sustained media literacy instruction impacts students’ long-term academic
success and civic engagement.
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