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Abstract. A key component of learning a second language (SLA) is listening
comprehension. It gives students the crucial language input they need to improve their
vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. This study looks into how listening
comprehension helps English language learners acquire the language. The study
investigates how listening skills affect overall language proficiency using a mixed-
method approach that includes questionnaires and listening performance tasks.
According to the results, students who have better listening comprehension also have
better vocabulary, pronunciation, and communication skills. The study emphasizes how
crucial it is to incorporate efficient listening exercises into language instruction methods
in order to improve the results of second language acquisition.
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Introduction

It is commonly acknowledged that listening comprehension is an essential
component of learning a second language. Speaking, listening, reading, and writing are
the four language skills; listening is frequently regarded as the main way that language
input is received. According to research, listening takes up a significant amount of
communication time and is essential to successful language acquisition. PMC In order
to comprehend linguistic structures, pronunciation patterns, and contextual meanings,
learners of second languages mainly rely on auditory input. Learners can process spoken
language, decipher meaning, and react appropriately in communication by listening.
Because it exposes students to real-world language use and fosters the development of
other language skills, scholars contend that listening comprehension is essential to
language learning.

Despite its importance, listening is often one of the most challenging skills for
language learners. Many learners struggle with recognizing sounds, understanding fast
speech, and interpreting unfamiliar vocabulary in spoken discourse. Therefore,
investigating the role of listening comprehension in second language acquisition is

essential for improving language teaching practices and learning outcomes.
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. , " The purpose of this study is to examine how listening comprehension contributes,, .
to second language acquisition and to explore the relationship between listening skills
and overall language proficiency among learners of English as a foreign language.

Literature Review

Listening comprehension has been widely recognized as a crucial component of
second language acquisition. Many scholars argue that listening is the primary channel
through which learners receive language input. According to Stephen Krashen,
language acquisition occurs when learners are exposed to meaningful and
comprehensible input. In his Input Hypothesis, Krashen explains that learners acquire
language when they understand messages slightly above their current proficiency level.
Listening activities therefore provide learners with opportunities to receive such input
and develop their linguistic competence. [1]

Researchers have also emphasized the cognitive processes involved in listening
comprehension. John O'Malley, Anna Uhl Chamot, and Lisa Kiipper describe listening
as an active and complex process that involves perception, parsing, and utilization of
information. According to their study, learners use various strategies such as
inferencing, predicting meaning, and monitoring comprehension in order to understand
spoken language. These strategies help learners process auditory input more effectively.
[2]

Another important contribution to listening research was made by Gary Buck, who
argues that listening comprehension involves both linguistic knowledge and non-
linguistic knowledge. Linguistic knowledge includes vocabulary, grammar, and
phonology, while non-linguistic knowledge refers to background knowledge and
contextual understanding. Buck suggests that successful listening comprehension
occurs when learners integrate these different types of knowledge to interpret spoken
messages. [3]

Furthermore, John Flowerdew highlights the importance of authentic listening
materials in language learning. According to Flowerdew, exposure to real-life speech
helps learners become familiar with natural pronunciation, discourse patterns, and
communicative functions of language. Authentic listening tasks such as conversations,
lectures, and media recordings can therefore improve learners’ ability to understand real
communication situations. [4]

Similarly, Ahmad Parsa Gilakjani and Narjes Banou Sabouri emphasize that
listening comprehension plays a significant role in improving overall language
proficiency. Their research indicates that learners who regularly practice listening
activities develop better pronunciation, richer vocabulary, and stronger communicative

competence. [5]
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meaningful input, supports cognitive processing, and facilitates the development’ of,
other language skills. Therefore, incorporating effective listening strategies and
authentic listening materials is essential for successful language learning.

Methodology

This study adopted a mixed-method research design to investigate the role of
listening comprehension in second language acquisition.

Participants

The participants consisted of 40 undergraduate students studying English as a
foreign language at a university. The students were at intermediate proficiency level.

Instruments

Two research instruments were used:

A listening comprehension test designed to measure students’ listening ability.

A questionnaire aimed at identifying students’ perceptions of listening activities in
language learning.

Procedure

The listening test included several tasks such as listening for specific information,
understanding main ideas, and interpreting contextual meaning. After completing the
listening test, participants filled out the questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and qualitative interpretation.

Results

The results indicated a strong relationship between listening comprehension and
overall language proficiency. Students who performed well in listening tasks also
demonstrated better vocabulary knowledge and speaking ability.

The questionnaire results showed that:

80% of students considered listening activities essential for improving language
skills. 75% believed that listening practice helps them learn new vocabulary.

70% reported that listening activities improve their pronunciation and speaking
fluency. These findings suggest that listening comprehension significantly contributes
to language development.

Discussion

The results of this study corroborate earlier research highlighting the significance
of listening in second language acquisition. Listening comprehension enables learners
to receive linguistic input, which is essential for language learning. Through listening,
learners become familiar with pronunciation, intonation patterns, and natural language
use. The findings also highlight the connection between listening and other language
skills. Students with stronger listening ability tend to demonstrate better speaking and
vocabulary knowledge, supporting the idea that listening serves as a foundation for

language acquisition. Additionally, the study shows that teachers should incorporate
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with natural language use, intonation rhythms, and pronunciation by listening.

The results also show how listening and other language abilities are related.
Stronger listening skills are often associated with improved speech and vocabulary. This
lends credence to the idea that language acquisition starts with listening.

The study also shows that learners' language competency can be enhanced by using
realistic listening resources and effective listening practices. To improve students'
listening skills, educators should use listening exercises like podcasts, dialogues, and
multimedia materials.

Conclusion

Listening comprehension plays a vital role in second language acquisition. It
provides learners with essential linguistic input that supports vocabulary development,
pronunciation improvement, and communicative competence. The findings of this
study demonstrate that students with stronger listening skills achieve higher levels of
language proficiency. Therefore, language teachers should emphasize listening
activities and develop effective listening strategies to facilitate successful language
learning.
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