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Abstract. Linguistics plays a crucial role in understanding human communication, culture
and social interaction. Linguists contribute to society not only through the study of language
structure but also through practical applications in education, translation, technology, politics,
healthcare and intercultural communication. In the modern globalized world, language has
become an essential instrument of social integration and international cooperation. The work
of linguists helps preserve endangered languages, improve communication systems, support
language policy development and facilitate effective education. Furthermore, linguistic
research contributes to the advancement of artificial intelligence, media studies and
sociocultural development. This article examines the role of linguists in society, their major
fields of activity and the importance of linguistic knowledge in contemporary social life.
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Language is one of the most important characteristics of human society. It serves as a tool
for communication, cultural transmission, education and social organization. Linguistics, as
the scientific study of language, investigates the structure, function, development and social
use of languages. Linguists are specialists who analyze language scientifically and apply their
knowledge in various professional and social contexts.

In contemporary society, the role of linguists has expanded significantly due to globalization,
migration, technological development and intercultural communication. Linguists are no
longer limited to theoretical studies; they actively participate in solving practical social
problems related to communication, education, politics, healthcare and digital technologies [2;
45]. The importance of linguists can be observed in many spheres of life. They help develop
educational materials, improve translation systems, preserve minority languages and support
effective communication between different social groups. Therefore, the study of the role of
linguists in society remains highly relevant.

One of the primary areas where linguists contribute to society is education. Linguists help
improve language teaching methods and develop effective educational programs for native and
foreign language learners. Applied linguistics, in particular, focuses on language acquisition,
teaching strategies, and classroom communication. Modern language teaching methodologies
are based largely on linguistic theories. Linguists analyze how people acquire languages and
identify the most efficient ways to teach grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation and
communication skills [4; 78]. Their research has led to the development of communicative
teaching approaches, task-based learning, and interactive educational technologies.
Furthermore, linguists participate in curriculum design and textbook preparation. They ensure
that educational materials are linguistically accurate and culturally appropriate. In multilingual
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societies, linguists also help create bilingual and multilingual education systems that support
linguistic diversity.

Another important contribution of linguists is speech pathology and language development
studies. Specialists in psycholinguistics and neurolinguistics assist children and adults with
speech disorders, reading difficulties, and communication impairments. Their work contributes
greatly to inclusive education and social integration [5; 102].

Linguists play an important role in understanding social interaction and communication
patterns. Sociolinguistics studies how language functions within society and how factors such
as age, gender, ethnicity, social class, and profession influence speech behavior. Language
often reflects social identity and cultural values. Linguists analyze dialects, accents, slang and
professional terminology to understand social relationships and group dynamics. Such studies
help reduce linguistic discrimination and promote tolerance toward different language varieties
[1; 121]. In multilingual countries, linguists contribute to language planning and language
policy development. Governments frequently rely on linguistic expertise to establish official
language policies, educational reforms and communication standards. Linguists help balance
national unity with linguistic diversity.

Additionally, linguists support intercultural communication in international organizations,
businesses, and diplomatic relations. Misunderstandings caused by language differences can
create social and political conflicts. Linguistic specialists help improve translation,
interpretation and cross-cultural communication to promote mutual understanding. The role of
linguists became especially visible during globalization. International migration and digital
communication increased contact between speakers of different languages. Linguists study
these changes and help societies adapt to new communication environments [3; 56].

Technological development has created new opportunities for linguists. Computational
linguistics and corpus linguistics combine language studies with computer science. Linguists
contribute to the development of machine translation systems, speech recognition software,
search engines and artificial intelligence technologies. Modern digital assistants and translation
applications depend heavily on linguistic analysis. Linguists help computers understand syntax,
semantics, pragmatics and human speech patterns. Without linguistic research, many modern
technologies such as virtual assistants and automated translation systems would not function
effectively [6; 89]. Social media communication also became an important field for linguistic
research. Linguists analyze online discourse, internet slang, emojis and digital communication
behavior. These studies help understand how technology changes language use and social
interaction. Moreover, linguistic research contributes to data analysis, cybersecurity
communication systems and information processing. In the future, the cooperation between
linguistics and technology is expected to become even stronger due to rapid digitalization.

One of the most socially important tasks of linguists is the preservation of endangered
languages. Thousands of languages around the world are currently at risk of extinction. When
a language disappears, humanity loses valuable cultural knowledge, traditions and historical
memory.

Linguists document endangered languages by recording grammar, vocabulary,
pronunciation, and oral traditions. They create dictionaries, language archives and educational
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resources for future generations [2; 61]. Such activities help preserve cultural diversity and
support minority communities.

Language preservation also strengthens national identity and cultural heritage. Many
indigenous communities depend on linguists to revive traditional languages and promote
cultural education. Therefore, linguists act not only as researchers but also as protectors of
human cultural diversity.

Mass media significantly influences public opinion and social values. Linguists analyze
media discourse, political speeches, advertisements and journalistic language to understand
how communication shapes society.

Critical discourse analysis allows linguists to examine manipulation, persuasion, ideology,
and power relations in communication. Through linguistic analysis, researchers identify biased
language, stereotypes and hidden meanings in public discourse [3; 73]. In journalism and public
relations, linguists help improve clarity, accuracy, and effectiveness of communication. They
contribute to professional editing, content creation and audience analysis. Media linguistics has
become especially important in the era of digital information and global communication
networks.

Linguists also study how language influences public perception during political campaigns,
social movements and international conflicts. Their research helps societies develop more
ethical and responsible communication practices.

Despite their important contributions, linguists face several challenges in modern society.
One major problem is the underestimation of linguistic professions. Many people view
linguistics as purely theoretical and fail to recognize its practical applications.

Another challenge is language extinction caused by globalization and urbanization.
Linguists often lack sufficient financial and institutional support for language preservation
projects. In addition, rapid technological changes require linguists to continuously develop new
interdisciplinary skills.

Political conflicts related to language policy also create difficulties. Decisions about official
languages, minority rights, and educational systems may become highly controversial.
Linguists must balance scientific objectivity with social responsibility in such situations [5;
118]. Nevertheless, the importance of linguistic expertise continues to grow in modern society
due to increasing globalization and communication needs.

The role of linguists in society is broad and multifaceted. Linguists contribute to education,
technology, healthcare, media, politics and cultural preservation. Their work improves
communication, supports social integration and promotes intercultural understanding. In the
modern world, language influences nearly every aspect of human activity. Therefore, linguistic
knowledge has become essential for solving social, educational and technological challenges.
Linguists help societies preserve cultural diversity while adapting to global communication
processes. The future of linguistics is closely connected with technological innovation,
globalization and interdisciplinary cooperation. As communication continues to evolve, the
role of linguists in society will become even more significant.
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